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2016 has been an exciting year for growth at Soma. Both 
our congregations have experienced significant growth in 
attendance numbers and membership; Soma Downtown 
had to begin holding two services in February to fit in 
her location.
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Our Midtown 
congregation prays for 

new members.
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ATTENDANCE & MEMBERSHIP  ▶
Our attendance rose by 50% this year ...

GIVING & BUDGET  ▶
Our internal giving rose by almost the same 

percentage as our attendance, to over $700,000.

... And we added 66 members across our two 

congregations.

And our operating budget has grown steadily over 

the years.
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Our Missional Communities (MCs) are the bedrock of 
the Soma community: they’re where permanence, care, 
and mission really happen.

COMMUNITY
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Our MCs gather for social 
activities as well as service 

and mission.
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MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES (MCS)   ▶
Last year, we added five new MCs in different regions of the city. This is exciting, because it shows that our 

Downtown congregation is taking hold; it’s also a sign of health in the Northwest region, where we hope to launch 

a new congregation in the near future.

And in the fall, we consistently saw close to 400 people attending MCs, between our two congregations - about 

75% of our Sunday attendance are also connecting during the week in community.
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DISCIPLESHIP  ▶
We have a passion to see Christians mature into self-

aware servants in their homes, neighborhoods, and 

workplaces. We had close to 60 discipleship and 

leader-development groups this year.

BAPTISM  ▶
This year, we had the privilege of baptizing 16 people! 

Some were Christians coming to take this public step 

of following Jesus; others were people who became 

Christians as part of our church.
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TESTIMONY OF KATHLEEN FORD  ▶
“For as long as I can remember, I have always felt the presence of God and the desire to understand Him better. 
Somehow though, I became more interested in asking questions than I was about actually finding the answers. I 
grew comfortable living in constant doubt. On one hand, I wanted to believe that there was a God and He loved 
us, but on the other hand, I didn’t want to sacrifice my personal objections. Skepticism had taken deep root in my 
heart and had become a part of my identity. 

It’s exhausting to live this way, and over the years I grew to a breaking point where I felt like I needed to give 
up the pursuit altogether or dive in headfirst. In God’s wisdom, he has put people in my life, many of who are 
here today, that would hear out my objections and graciously point me toward truth. These have been the type 
of people that say “That’s a great question and totally rational, but have you ever thought about it this way? Or, 
hey look, here’s the answer in the Bible.” 

What I’ve learned from actually reading and learning about the Gospel is that it isn’t just a story. There is actual 
evidence that Jesus walked this Earth and was raised from the dead. At the end of the day, you either accept the 
facts or you don’t. Still, God never demands that we live with complete certainty or complete understanding. Even 
Jesus’ disciples, who witnessed his miracles firsthand and were basically hit over the head with truth, still had a 
hard time grasping who He was. What made them Christians is that they continued to follow him in faith. 

I want to follow Him in faith, too. I still feel doubt, but every time I try to walk away, He places on me a tangible 
grief that prevents it. In my experience, being a Christian has not been a clean “before and after” story.  I’m still 
living the “before” and the “after” will not happen fully until after death.  I haven’t had any life changing events, or 
beautiful “Ah Ha” moments. Rather, I’ve had a hundred small revelations brought about by living in community 
and talking with believers. I still have a lot of times when I feel confused, resistant, or lost. What I’m doing through 
baptism is taking a leap of faith and trusting that my friends, family, and community at Soma will keep helping 
me walk in faith.”
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Kathleen Ford’s testimony 
is read moments before 

she is baptized.
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DEVELOPING LEADERS  ▶
With this as one of our priorities, we saw about 100 
people go through some form of intentional leader-
development training. We’ve also seen volunteers step up 
to fill major needs in hospitality, Soma Kids classrooms, 
and leadership positions in their missional communities.

MISSION
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SOMA DEACONS  ▶
In November, we installed 30 men and women as 
our first commissioned deacons. These people will 
be taking official leadership roles helping us cultivate 
God’s kingdom in our neighborhoods, the arts, and 
the sphere of racial reconciliation.

Soma Downtown prays 
during the church’s first 

deacon installation.
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This year, we had opportunities to hold big conversations 
about racial reconciliation and cultivating justice in our 
city. We also had some major opportunities to celebrate 
God’s work in our body and put the gifts of our people 
to use.

EVENTS
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A panel of community 
leaders gather to speak on 
the topic of race relations.
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THE TALK  ▶
The Talk featured a panel representing education, 
community development, law enforcement, and 
more discussing questions related to race relations in 
Indianapolis. 200 people packed out our auditorium 
to hear the discussion, ask questions, and be 
challenged to take these conversations to our dinner 
tables and living rooms.

MERCIFUL CONFERENCE  ▶
This year’s Merciful Conference featured keynote 
speaker Dr. Carl Ellis and breakouts led by 
Indianapolis community leaders.

ALL-CONGREGATIONAL GATHERINGS ▶
In our All-Congregational Gatherings, we gathered both 
congregations of at the historic Madame Walker 
Theatre in downtown Indianapolis to worship 
together and cast vision for how God could renew 
our city.

SOMA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE  ▶
In November, we held a Soma Women’s Conference 
where members of our body taught through the 
book of Philippians, and others shared about how 
God was meeting them in the joys and challenges of 
their lives. Over 100 women came together to learn 
from the Word and get to know one another better.




